THE SUBTLE SHUFFLE

the nation is bleeding

and suffering is immense

mothers are dying as 

children become parents

the rise of xenophobia

emerging from the masses

and the wanton finger-pointing

of church elders and bueaucrats
corrupt leaders in high places
culpable convicted criminals

fighting for dominance in
the battleground of politics

principles with no sense of morality

preaching to us of integrity
men of loose conduct and
shady scruffy scruples

individuals compromised by

infected ladies in mini skirts

believing that a nimble torrent
will dispel all the myths

smiling benevolent smiles

the priest the politician
and the freedom fighters 

consorts and associates of falsehood
struggle heroes fallen from grace

pathetically clinging to power

in a last minute effort 

for a ride on the gravy train

lame duck presidents in denial

conducting a subtle shuffle

continental statesmen creating
a false comfort of content
trade unions and youth leagues

assuming the role of king makers

the flotsam and jetsam

in the periphery of politics
these are the men who put
the cause above the people

and forget that they are no worse

than a scarecrow in the field

driving in high powered s u v’s

the beemies and the mercs 

gold watches dangling from their wrists

and flashy rings on pinkies

marching in million man marches

in search of the obvious vote

continually deceiving the people

governing by remote

they visit zion and moria

mosques and the ecclesiastics

some even get ordained

as tsunamis in politics

they denigrate the honest

to divert their perversion

deflecting our attention

from their wicked subversion

hailing comrades as

friend and brother

deploying subtle subterfuge

with the intention to let them to fight each other

the siphoning of funds

meant for the poor and the needy

while the downtrodden die

the rich wallow in luxury

holding secret meetings

behind closed doors

determining the order of our fate

while building their fortunes

students and learners

in knife and gun battles

racist occurrences

and religious intolerance

we teach them that 

offenders need a great lawyer

and if that’s not good enough

vuma mshini wam

we bring in problem solvers

in the form of cops and clerics

show them how to shoot and pray
and forget they are only kids

the soul of a society is reflected

in the health of its children

the pride of a nation

does not come from its street kids

you can fool some of the people

some of the time

but you cant fool mzanzis people

all of the time

politics is not just 

about national interests
it revolves around the people

meant for the people

so beware esteemed

statesmen and elders

beware church ministers

politicians and government officials

be afraid, be very afraid

for the hague is not far

and judgment day is nigh
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