MANDELA – the LION ANTHEM
When we were

Lamenting our lot

And crying over 

What we had not

You were shackled

Your voice, your mind

As a lesson for

Others of your kind

When we were

Compromising and collaborating

Accepting blood money 

Through covert scheming

You were denied

Your rights and freedom

Four lonely walls

Your mighty kingdom

Nelson Rohihlahla

Madiba Mandela 

Son of Africa

You are a lion

When we were

Dying in the ghettoes

Creating our own

Kind of heroes

Your tears and

Your frustrations

Inspired our struggle

For our liberation

When our sons and daughters

Were corrupted and convicted

And from our lands

Force evicted

You kept on negotiating

From the confines of your jail

Where they would not

Grant you any bail

Nelson Rohihlahla

Madiba Mandela 

Son of Africa

You are a lion

When our houses 

Were burnt down

We were brutally forced

To sleep on the ground

You went on talking

On our behalf

Just so we could also

Have the right to laugh

When the youth

Turned to the revolution

In search for the

Ultimate solution

It must have been

Only through your say

Unleashed was the 

Awesome power of MK

Nelson Rohihlahla

Madiba Mandela 

Son of Africa

You are a lion

Then there was

No stopping us as

Friends from all over

Came out supporting us

It was more respect for you

That commanded the allies

And separated the

Rats from the mice

Resistance, sit-ins and

Mass mobilization

We put in everything in

For our liberation

You negotiated and bargained

You threatened and cried

You believed in us

Even as some of us died

Nelson Rohihlahla

Madiba Mandela 

Son of Africa

You are a lion

The struggle 

Was not in vain

Even though we went

Through hardships and pain

Your mighty arm and wisdom

As proved by your years in jail

Guided us through heat and cold

With no fear to fail

Nelson Rohihlahla

Madiba Mandela 

Son of Africa

You are a lion

You carried the torch

Of reconciliation

And succeeded to 

Rebuilt the nation

Now the world 

Lies at your feet 

From prison to president

Is a God almighty feat

Son of Africa

You are a lion

Nelson Rohihlahla

Madiba Mandela 
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